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change in the conditions ; but on February i2th, 1916, the disin-
tegration of the floe set in and the last stage of the drift was entered
upon. During this time the Aurora floated again and was found
to be leaking, though her greatest danger was that she could not
escape from the ice, which rammed her unmercifully. Steam
could not be raised because of the shortage of coal until, on March
ist, the situation had become so dangerous that the engines had to
be started at all costs, and on the 2nd the ship began to work ahead.
Little progress could be made till the nth when the pack opened
considerably. On the izth and i3th the jury rudder was shipped
and the main pack cleared, the last of the ice being seen on March
14th.
In a battered state the Aurora limped towards Port Chalmers,
New Zealand, which was reached on April 3rd, 1916, after the ship
had been taken in tow by a tug on the 2nd. Heavy weather had
carried away part of the jury rudder; and indeed the whole voyage
had been full of difficulty and danger which Stenhouse had met
in the proper spirit.
The Aurora's eleven months' drift was valuable in showing the
direction and force of the current during one season. What varia-
tions, if any, this current may show from year to year are still to
be discovered. It is interesting to notice "the extraordinarily
rapid movement throughout the winter months and the slow
movement in the summer." x During the first 79 days the rate
averaged 2$ miles a day. From then, July 24th, tiU September
5th, 1915, the rate varied between 9^ and 15 m.p.d. During the
last 191 days of the drift the average rate of progress was only i-J-
in.p.d. The probable distance drifted on the Aurora's course was
1,191 miles and the average rate of movement throughout, 4-2
m.p.d. It is interesting to note that the rate of the Endurance's
drift, for a distance of 1,816 miles, is given at 4-1 m.p.d.2
"When Shackleton reached Stromness after his crossing of
South Georgia he heard that the Aurora had been blown out to sea
leaving ten of his men marooned on Ross Island; but he could do
nothing for them till the twenty-two Endurance men had been
rescued from Elephant Island. Even when this was successfully
accomplished he was faced by the obstacles and hazards created by
the Great War which continually hampered his movements. He
took Wild's Party in the Yelcho to Punta Arenas and from there
1 "Geog. Jomru," May, 1916, 374.         2 IUJ.9 Sept., 1921, 223.